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BISHOP aip^ feT; 

• 




MY LORD, 


• 



* » . • 



T 



HE propriety of dedicating 
the foIlowing^ fheet^ \6 your 
Hordfhip, .is too obvious to occafion 
a long avocation from the more 
(eriQus duties of your life. To the 
reafbns afCgned in the Advertife- 
»«nt for printing a Speech, equal 
to any of the nobleft pieces of elo- 
quence jthe world are in pofleflion 
of> permit me to add one reafon 

A 2 more 



i ..k 




more for printing mine,— That I 
have neither an hereditary nor tem- 
porary Seat m Pai^iamonu \ hsfvc 
the honour to be. 



' My Lord, 

• • • ■ . ♦ 

i i 

Your Lord{Jiip*s 
Moft obedient and 

• - • « r » -". 



' ' » 



Mbft h^ml^le Servant, 



A . • • 



THE AUTHOR, 
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A 



S P E E C H, &c. 



MY LORDS, 



I AGREE Dvith the right reverend Pre- 
late, that it is a matter of the utmoft 



• • 



importance^ to compofe or even moderate 

the diflenfiona that fubfift between this 

. • » .^> ^ • • - • • 

country and her unhappy Colonies: and 
that . in f 11 our confultation^si we ought 

nevejf to lofe fight of ^ a perfeCt and- C9;;dial 

^- ^t t^ ti »^ , t » • • » ^ *j ..• ... 

recoijcjijlijijtiott with Nqrth America. . 



>j.<>'t i ^ ^ t* 



B Could 



( 3 ) 

m 

Gottld human prudence have fbrefeen, 
that the Americans would find advocates 
for their rebellion, not only amongft the 
fons of Britain, but alfo amongft the mem- 
bers of both houfes c@F Parliament, it had 
been better if the Stamp A£t had never 
been mad?. JBut» as the . forefight lotted 
to man, couM not figure to itfelf fuch iaipof- 
tacy amongft the guardians of their own 
and the nation^s rights ; as the renxemhrance 

of the treafure, and of the blood, expended 

'' ' ' '' • .• { • 

in the defence of" America forbade us to 






smticipate fuch bafe ingratitude on the part 



-» % » ' * « 



of biir Colonies ; as the right itfelf is jufti- 
fiable on the foundeft prlhciples oriaw and 
reafon, and perfe£Uy confiftent with the 






nature of our free conftitution ; I cannot 
concur ill cenfuring a law, that has been 
brought into dr%race'by tne ' fludtiVating 

and 



(is); 

an^ pttfilanimous politics of focctfeding^ iitl> 

\ • 

miniftf ations $ which hai?e thefdby !rfta- 
deted a ^ife and dBWlual meafure fttal t& 
the peace and profpeiity of the 'BHttfli: 
empire. • j . 

Were we diligently to enquire into the. 
cauies of thefe comn^tions in Aija^ricai 3«re. 
ixMght ppfiibly trace them to the impene* 
trftble rpce0es of the human lieart. <»i this 
f|de t]be AtUntic j as the contention 0n»3Qgft 

a* 

cnt ^tefmen at the helm:» for places, power^ 
and profit, firft infpitted the Americatis with 
the moft d^ftant hopes of fuccef^ in this^ 
bold and unprecedented demand- Trifling- 
and abfurd diftinftions, thruft upon the 
public in place of folid argument, by men 
whofe legal and parliamentary abilities 
ought) out of gratitude, to have been cm- * 
'' B St ployed 



(^ 4 ) 
ployed m- the fidvadon, not in the deftroc« 
tion of their couatry, encouraged the Ame- 
rjlQaQs in their refiftaace to legal authority I 
\A6di refiftance has fince^ by the inftiga** 
tions of the confidential fenrants of the 
crown^ fwelled into outrageous rebelliont 
accompanied with fuch daring and unjufti- 
fiable ads, as have fiknced every unpre- 
judiced, every rational advocate, the right 
reverend Bifhop excepted, who in.fomaf- 
terly and orthodox a manner, in the pulpit 
and in the fenate, militates in favour of his 
American brethren, and pioufly eipoufes 
treafons unparalleled in tither profane or 
facred hiftory. 

When lawyers and ilatefmen, when pre- 
lates and patriots thus combine to de-» 
lude the ignorant multitude, is it to be 

wondered 



( i ) 

I 

wopdered, tliat die Amtriautf ftine M 
anns ? 



To the refentment of partial and injudi-- 
clous reftraints in the commerce of our 
North American Colonies ; to the ipleen 
and intrigues of difcarded minifters; to 
the ignominious removal of our troops frohr 
a Colony a£tually in rebellion ; but princi- 
pally to the hafty and improvident repeal 
of the Stamp A&9 the revolt of America is 
to be afcribed. In the whole extent of hu-^ 
man affairs, in the annals of every country 
in every age, there is not to be found a' 
fingle inilance of a Colony daring to claim 
an exemption from that authority which' 
binds and controuls the parent ilate ; far * 
lefs, my Lords, of a country, that has 
countenanced this, audacious and infolent 

demandf 



( « ) 

i^Midf by att^^^ed ceffion- of- its vital 
rights ; thereby rendering it diflScult, if not 
impolliblei to reafliime its natural and pa-^ 
rikhd'katUority, %hhoat ^e horrors and 
cbhVuffiom of a divit war* 

if - • . . 

< Difficult as the t8& 1$, ^ hour iscoM« 
vhm at muft he attOBpled^ The bemg dH 
thb Skate demands it ; and I tniO$ that 
this natkmy which haSf fqr near a century 
paft, proteded the rights^^of s^aoft every 
power in Europe^ wiU not ftait faodk, Oadt 
fhtink at the de£enoe of its own% We 
have expended miilionS) and (hed oceans 
of bloodf where the interefts of this Ifland 
were but little involved ; and now that our 
ail is at fiake, now that the dependence dF 
omrCfilQnies is in queftion, we doobt^ we 
h^itate/ gs. if deftitJBte of right or powen. 

«i— Neither 



( > \ 

-^Nehher might nor poMr^ 'tM 'wMl^Sf^ 
there ^vaoh buttiaaiuM^:i4di.t<!^^^to&i^ 
to craSi ia.tfae bu4 thisiMidAtiiMir rab(Qli^|t 

-vjua^iQ^tes ihe gaxexaX righte ■ o^ > lia ntoiii» 
qr/|449it« the perma^wGicy^apd ^ili^ '<^ 
the liberties iof Gr«t: B;ti|^gi/md Asi^noa»> 
by aflerting the freedom of the Colonic 
fcom^ p^aifttentatry ttfsali^hi mia^M^'^C^ 
token : heu forging' cftsofis- lor'ti^ Kifigw^ 
d^tni fUc h}fii(Hf and ISi pofteiity ; invi3#-' 
Ms'Britiuh and Ameriea^ia' 6tt(!f (i^ih^fi 
^m r' tfnd fecoiiditig, in ike 'thdk"f^^^^ 
^"iSmuii manner, ''ih^ wiAes'bif^Mi^*' 
vt^^^M^^m potent tMs, thellr^tifi^ 6jP 
4rai dHtinfdiig^, more^thalQ the'vaft Auan- 

Crown J 



• r 
J 



i 



< 8 ) 

Croim ; maJ^iAg tihc AmerieaHs allie§» in- 
fietd of fttbje^ ; not firooger bond of uoioa 
l^ililulndiatnaliatereft; wkhoot antfao- 
Oty 4w.-oiir. part, ^vnlhout allegiance or fid>- 
mjdmatioh on thdra^ And vAai fort oi 
hood tifaos. mutual intereft* thi»ha{^ intOv 

o^tk- ci cooMMtoa, is, every page of oar 
&iftdry,^«v6i7-tranlai6Hon of th« Wt ^ottr« 
fcore years, aiigh< feeUogly to infirud us. 

* 

/.BcAot deceived^ my LordiSt i)y TJto*\ 

Il^m;llotIOll8 of aninterefted union between 
ftate^4 :nor vunly isnagine, t|2atrt>90^ fucb, 
diftant cottQtries can. long be cemented by 
f{|ch weak and variidble tie^ as iqter^sft* aad 
affiofdon. Matdoiid, in every ^cwDfr of 
ibe univerft, is die iaine, rauaHy felf> 

..t. •4*..*. • ..' • * 

interefied, ungrat^, .ao()tCap^<:^ptt&^ aud 
^uallyi- 1 iSeai) fiiasge^s to public, yirtue* 

Some 



(9) 

§ame ftiW empirics Atrc are, who ftyle 
iheafclves Patridts, 4ftd magnify their zeid 
Ibr IJberty and the conftitutioni With them, 
it is pdtriotifm in ail Englifhmati t6 dif- 
itnetnber his eountry. In an American, it. 

• t - • . 

h lieroifm to febttl aj^ainft that authority, 
^hith, for two centuries^ -has at)Kioufl]f 
{>rote€ted the €3okmie$ fiofiii every cdatiger^ 
foreign and domestic} nurfed them with 
the tendernefs and afFedtion of a. parent ; 
\aidSi her bofom for the fupport of thefp 
pelican children-; and reaped in her doating 
arms i generation of vipers and parricides, 
— Thefe, my Lords, are our heroes l^-^ 
thefe are our patriots!— To me they ap- 
pear as fo matiy Cromwels of dieir country. 

The iRight Reverend Advocate for Ame- 
rteft has giveft us an itdifputable proof of 

C his 



. • 



I 

his difcernmenty in totally avoiding tiA 
queftion of right. It will be neCeflary for 
piCf however, to examine on w|iat prin- 
ciples, the Americans ground their objcc- 
tions to the rieht in the Britifh Parliament 
to tai: them ; the eftablifliing of this right 
being the foundation of that condud whicbf 

I think, Parliament ought to hold tQwardf 
her Colonies. 



The principal, and indeed the only ob«* 
jedlion to which it will be requifite to give 
a formal and direA anfwer, is this; That 
the Americans are not reprefented in Farlia^ 
ment^ and therefore not fuhjeSl to taxes im^ 
pofed by it ; reprefentation beings by tb^ 

conjiitution of this realm^ a necejfary ground 
of taxation. To this I anfwer, Tbat^ by 
the conflitutiony reprefentation is mt necej^ 

fury 



Jary to taxation ; and thatj if it was^ the 
uimericans are reprefented. 

The truth of this feemingly anti-confti- 
tutional aflertiotiy That reprefentatipn is 
not a neceflary ground of taxation, will 
xnanifeftly appear, from two confiderationa. 
The firft is. That Parliaments, in the tiine^ 
of our Saxon anceftojs, from whorti we 
boaft that the form and fpirit of our con« 

ftitution is derived, affeflTed and levied taxes 

> 

before {he Commons fat in parliament by 
reprefentation ; for this accefiion of. new 
force and vigour to the conftitution was not 

made till the reign of Henry the Firft, pro- 

.... .... ♦ 

bably not till the 49th of Henry the Third. 
The right of taxation was therefore prioir 
tOf and independent of reprefentation, un- 
lefs the CQjifequent can be made to precede 

C ^ the 



.parent of the caufc^r-^Tlie fecond c^vfider^ 

tion is, That there are more millions of 

« , ' ' 

fubje£ts unreprefented in England, and yet 

taxed) than there are inhabitants in Britifh 

' . . • • 

America* Out of eigljt millions qf inha-^ 
bitants in this kingdom, there are not 6ivp 

• . t . . ' • • ■*-'>- 4. 

hundred thoufand ele(^prs : the ojjher feyen 

* ^.. <••...•<• < •' 

millions five hundred thouran4 are.ex;9dlv 
on the fame footing vith thq three mUHoxis 
iQ America, 



^ ^ * « 






If our anceftors were taxed without be-^ 
ing reprefented at all i if at this hour there 
are more Englifhmen unreprefented, . an<^ 

• • ■ ' ■ ' *^ • !• ' \ 

yet taxed, than there are mutinous inhar 
bitants in all our Colonies, how, in the 
name of common fenfei can reprefen^atioa 

bo 



J 



An.) 

ltaxati(»? 

» • . - • • 

If the xi£h|t tQ impofe tft^«8 d€vt)lv€d to 
j^]:^ij3We{M:i i» conf^qaence oC the a(}ni!i& 
iioa Off the^. cocnmooa mta a fhare of ttes 
legiilat^r^ where l»}s diie dodrine beeh 
treafured i>p for io matxy centuriea ? It is 
not lb miiob' as hwted at in any of the 
1ttfk)iHi adl of Parliament, which eftabliih 

this noble inheritance of the fubjc£t, from 

• • •• 

Magna Charta to the Revolution. The 
petition of ^ight, that pillar of the liberties 

» 

and franchifes of Englifhmen, is filent 

tipon thia head j yet this petition, and its 

• . • ' • » • • 

prayer/ That no man hen after bi ^om-* 
felled to make or yield any giftj loan^ 
henevbknce^ tax, or fuch like charge^ 

• • • 

%vifhout common confefit by aff of Parlia-- 

went. 



A 
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menti was the petition and prayer of ihH 
fubjed univerfally. It came from> and 
was in behalf of, every individual dwell- 

ing under the protection of the Crown of 
^England; and its benefits and obligations 
'extended to all alike. The anceflors of 
the Americans were parties in this petition^ 
^and they and their poftcrity, for a century 

and a half, have epjoyed the fweets of 
it. The Americans are therefore coa« 
eluded and bound by this petition, and arc 
entitled to no greater freedom than their 
snceftors demanded, and was confirmed to 
them in common with the reft of the fub- 
je£ts. By thi? a£l: qf their forefathers, the 
Americans are included within the circle 
of parliamentary legiflation and taxatioru 
and their defcent there, or migration hereii 
does not vary the nature of their depeodr 

encQ 



( '5 ) 

encfe oQy or fubmiffion to^ the crown and 
legiflature . of England, nor create one 
new right, privilege, or exemption what- 
foever. 



At the Revolution, what had been peti* 
lioned for by the fubjed, and fblemnly 
aflented to by the crown, was confirmed 
by the Bill of Rights ; an a£t whofe in- 
fluence extended to every part of the Bri- 
tifh dominions, as the crown was difpofed 
of by that ad. No exemption on the foot 
of nonreprefentation was there eftablifhed ; 
but in this, and in every other declaration of 

the rights of the fubjedt, the grant of Par-, 
liamcnt is the teft of legality in a tax. 
Our anceftors, {hort*fighted, ignorant men ) 
thought, (as I have the misfortune to think, 
and ihall prcfently explain) that the Par- 

liament 



•( l<5 } 

Usmeat reprefentfed the iakdat empire t 
The merit of a rsbetit i»d cdfitrary dlicd^ 
^r^> «ltich has contributed fo mightily 
to the tranquillity of the Colonies, and tbS 
benefit of Great Britain, was referved for 

« 

ttiis illuftriotw age, whofe pSitriots ate dif- 
earded eourtiers> whofe oracles the outcafts 
€f manMtid. 

' WhatevW cpiiiioti tAaff be formed of me, 
by ihofe Whofe dofarinei I moft tordially 
aiffer frdin, no man livitog ' is a fteadier 
friend to liberty than I am ; no man more 
ardently reveres our glorious cohflltution ; 
but frantic, ehthufiafliCi undefined liberty, 

t abhor : I had rather (to ufe tlEie language 
of our immortal Shakefpear, whofe fire I 
wifli I could borrow as eafily as his words) 
be a toad^ and fieed upon the vapour of a 

dungeoni 
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Cungeon, than live in a, ftate convulfcd 
With jarring, incoherent fyftems of free- 
^m.^Whilft't iive t wilt abide by the 



conftit'utioii as delivered to us by our an^ 



> • 1 



fceffors; and with every ability of mind 

ana body, maintain the legal prerogative 
oFfKe crown, the dignity and yprivilf ges of 
rariiameiit, and the univer fal juiiifdidtion 
6f the Britifli legiflature, as the only folid 
Fbuiidatidn of geherar liberty, 

pn^nf ife«fe";«isgfi^dratiehtifl5,' thfe right oi" 
l^irikment t6"«ix America might be iifel^ 
ii^ed^ btft afe it is of coTifequence, in a 
ib^ftdr of fiich high a;nd ftalfoiial import; 
t6'i^ifi<wfc'ilVa6ubt'(a6 ifar a-i'tiiy poor abi- 
lities, ftruggling againft the tide and tor-» 
rent <?£ the- tiaies, -can). It fljall recur to -the 
f^pon^ pvt 1 ,of my ,anfw«r„ tfl- wit-j- STM 

^/>^ Americans are reprejtnted. 
' D There 



( i8. ) 

There is no propofitipti dearer to my 
tinderftanding than this ; That the Parlia^ 
ment isj colleBively^ tbg t^eprefentattve of 
^the Britj/h empire ; in fo much that it is 
incapable of illuftration by argjiment. Yet, 
that the validity of this important trjath 
may not depend on my judgment, or affer- 
tion alone, I beg leave to call the attention 

* I, .-.-•••» * 

of the houfe to an authority jinferior only 

to Divine Revelation ; the authprity of Parr 

, «# I . • » ■• 

liament, drawn from a period of our hif- 
tory, when the ipirit pf 'colonization Was 
jfiot unknown* in ,this kingd^qs^ ^od wbefi 
no^difpute fabfifted , between.; People ain4 
Parliament, t;p jipflucnqe th^: judgm^t :,of 
the latter in declaring the extept of r^prq^ 

y 

fe.ntatio^j* . • .. . - r • r - ^ ' . .A 



^ tJ -J w' • • 



• The authority- T alliide to is the petition 
itt fupj)licatftJn' of Parliament' to Queeb^ 

Mary, 



•« . * 



• . • ' • 
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Mary, in 1554- The words of the pre- 
amble to it are thefe : fVe^ the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal, and the Commons^ in 
this pre/ent Parliament ajfembled^ reprefent^^ 
ing the nvhole bodie of the realme of £ng^ 
land J and dominions ofthefame^ in the name 
of ourfelves particularly^ and of the faid 
bodie uni'uerfally^ offer this our mojl humble 
fupplicationy $^c. 

I do not apprehend that words can more 
fully declare the nature of parliamentary 
reprefentation, than thofe now read declare 
PaHiament the unvverfal reprefentative of 
the dominions of the Crozvn of England.--^ 
In this parliamentary acceptation of repre- 
fentatiori, I will heartily concur in main- 

taining, that it is of the very effence of 

. # » 

taxation. But the Tpeculative opinions of 

D 2 modern 
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modern politiciansy and of the ablefl writers^ . 

they think the conftitution ought to be, and 
who conjure up a reprefentatiqn of their, 
own, TOuft gfive way to this, authority, 
which declares iqi the Journals of . ParlUr 
snent ivhat the conliiwion is. 

With what propriety, my Lords, is. the 
exertion of this conftitutional right, recog- 
nized by our anceftors, in full p^rliamei^t 
above two. hundred years ago, branded.' 
with the appellation of arbitrary. taxation,, 
and uncandidly compared to the infamous^ 
and illegal depredations of the £afl ? Re- 
ligion has done fome mifchief in the world,^ 

. . . • • 

perhaps Z9 much as arbitrary taxatiopi 
joined to the three other , fcourges from 
Heaven, famine, peftilence^ and the fwprd. 

Am 



Am I from thefice to conclude^ with the 
Right Reverend Divine, becaufe religioa 
gave birth to the horrid maffacres in Spar 

niih Americ^) to that of Ireland ajid St, 

^ '■ ' ' . ■ 

Bartholomew, that the North American; 

ought to have no religion at all ; and that 
they fhould be held expufable fqi: wifhing 
to exempt themfelves from a grievance that 
h^s xaufed fuch unexampled devaftation ? 
Our fpiritual Father will, I hope, hereafter 
judge more favourably, of parliamentary 
taxation, and argujs. more logically againft 
it^ for the fake .of that religion he profeffes, 
and to which he is a fliining light and or- 
nament. Whqn his Lordflxip ihair reaffume 
that candour which his clojth ihould infpire,, 
and fipm which his commendable indigna* 
tion, againft the butchers and plunderers of 
millions led hix9|. he w;U apt, infer^ becaufe 

wc 



f • » « 






'^-^*-r>-* I »t 



vre gave the Amencaris the form and fpirlt 
of our coiiftitution, arid made them co- 
heirs of liberty with ourfelves, that they 
are abfolved from all obedience to our laws, 

r* •/ r»' •• '• 

oremahcipated from' the parental autho- 
rity of Parliament. — We gave them' the 
laws, the liberties of £ngland : more wc 
neither did nor could give, with fafety to 
ourfelves ;' and thofe who are hot fatisfied 
with that gift, do not deferve, and will not 

« r * 

long enjoy it ; as obedience to the laws is ' 

snore neceflary to the full enjoyment' of 

• • • ■ . 

liberty, than the reprefehtafion fo eagerly 

i ■ ' 4 , , , , 

contended for. A defire of more than the 
laws and conftitution gave, has once en- 
dangered the freedom of Englifhmen, and 
may again engender anarchy and wild up- 

... 1. . ^ J • • 

roar; from whence not temporary,' but 
perpetual tyranfiy, may ariie. 

That 



•■» f 



{{, as; ) 

^ Tlk^t tl^ Ai^^rjcanp ;w^l return lp,thek, 
fiDrmer fibedleace, .and tefuin,e,theh:^'^onted 

ijxpufe j?ief<if,.I(4iai»fipti cKdit, c^f^s ^:^f^^p^ 
lioo^or tjbatof anyananaHTe. .It.is coni^ 

have ijajnrjccli or,j|o;fu^fljit(fio Mipfe^we have 
IWHPM .^P<?Sr. r;?Be.fidesv ,fi?tr,::th«r great 
^^ *at:L»P*^lApa«^.i«a.-. ^9.' {Britain,, w 
grpke, . Thf d^es^i ; the .terror, pf^jhe .Ga.-? 
aadian fcalping«)cn^e is xempyedric^. wit^ 

Jt,1^e,affcaion^^jtl».ob^.ig|i<»i)ftt^:.C^^ 
nles.xo. their aged and es^haufipd P&reoiC. 
If the-art-of ,g9jfei;ninent Wf;fi?j|rvigd oa 
experience, . we .are ^ experimenially : taught^ 
thatjthe minds of 4:l>eAn3ieri(Mms.ara not to 
be imprefled by g^ptlenefs an^ patiencci 
Hitherto every attempt to an -a^ppp^ itRpda- 
tion has augqiented the infolenceiof the 
I," American.. 



/ 
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mtd 'tinittdity-br {ndlMfyy-fierdset i^iWixh 
property, nor tAe Trtfe kjgen'cy^ of "!rtdlV& 

♦ ♦ 

diiaUjfca^ efeipid the "fury bf%efe''C(?' 
T^HaDftfef i ; jfll fltuft bend-fo ifhe*rtpetu6rity 
feF tfieit^zeii^ ^6'6fm^ 8f-a'Vaft^pU 
ftftsft *«r^b«to to tft« 'ftlAaSrJ "^F.k^ fg^'i 

and alt Amgnca iubiiik'tQ tfife'i^^f t*'4 
pblkacia-i6qxfifitidn ert^eA aVBbfton; -"Nbti 

rfi&iFeafen; ekceeaEg'lf 4-aeii9iffti^'-tSisfe 
of titoto I 4m uhVi^Bri^itd'iWan' to ^biir 

_ ♦ • 

• » •» - 

iffembiy hAirdy enoti^Ti''-g?^ire'rti; that 'our 

impra€iicaWe ^latclmdrs ^remoterf, i tefcen- 

dliatfeh: Tirdaia not be thfe %brk of an libiir. 



' ft '^ » • ♦ 



By impradicable ftateliaeAlnuft bcTnearit, 

• ■ 

the fovetelghty of the- Gfdw&v and the le- 
giilatoria! power bf ParKamemt ' for nothing 

left 



^(25 ) 

1M Wm fatisfy A'e haiiglrfy and turb^eit 

tpirits of* tHefe Adiericah rejJuWicaris. 

Even on their own humiUatlng and dil- 
graceful terms, areconciliation with Norta 
America would at beft be but precarious. 
Adcuftomed to trliimph, the Americans 
wbtild lool: forward to a total independence; 
and having, by force, freed themfelves from 
the fetters ot one a£!t of the Britifh Legifla- 

* « 

ture, would not long lubmit to any. On 
the firft difguft, the Adt of Navigation will 
be deemed, by thefe American caHiifls, an 
invafion of their feveral rights; and the 

r 

prefent non-impoftatibn and exportation 
Covehant be fpeedily foUoWed by a free im- 
portation and exportation, not demanded, 
but taken. If tame arfd' dilatory meafareS, 
fupjported by 4n ill*condu£led atid fcanty 

E military 
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.ipiljitary foKCy u&der inftrudionB from aa 
adminiftration, unwilling either to aflert or 
abandon the rights of this nation^ are ftill 
.purfued) the man^ my Lords, in thi^ a^em<- 
bly^ ^hofe head is whiteft with age, need 
not. defpair of feeing this extraordinary 
event ; nor of being, in his laft years, a 
helplefs fpe£tator of his country's ruin, and 

of the deftrudion of its trade, its .finances, 

' . . ., 

and its liberties. Whenever this event does 

r « 

happen, I fhall envy him his grey hairs, 
and his infirmities* and look on youth and 

health as the greateft of human evils. . , 

• * 

Of all the misfortunes that attend this 
devoted nation, procraftination is the great* 
e^;. In the flate that things are, I could 
forgive a minifterdjOing.wrong, but \ can* 
not forgive his doing nothing. It argues 



( '^7 ) 
the mol^ abje£fc pufillaaimity, and a coward : 
is no more fit to be a minifter here, than 
he is to command an army at Bofton. 

: Jn matters of fuch vaft importance, on 
vbich the fate of a great empire depends, 
ijt b^ljqves us, my Lords, to bp qlear in our 
rights and determined iq oyr refolutiona* 

^djB of Parliament are a foundattoa 



' • - '' w 




enough for us to build upon. Such laws 
afe els' daiigeroue in drVilr^as'th^y^drd b^ran- 

nicaV'in crimi^ali ^ueffions ; they -are e^er* 
uti&ti^a€kory, s^nd rather te^d- to 4nfiasi^ 
thiui'SoncUi^te'or convince. -Ihfleaii o^ piii!^ 
fing empty> Unavailing declariddn^ ci" ilSti& 
rights' of Parliament, and ixfnflitutihg^btfr^ 
fclVcs judgTCS in our own cauft,' IH us-try* 
tfoHght like mra. lii 'the' pblnt in dlf-- 

E 2 pute 
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by.tbe ^igfp i^ ^ hvfi. ■ ap it} ft«^4, vl^^ ; 
this coftlr^yejfy: fiifft pcf^fT-dL ^t;t;?rf; of; 
as hi|;h concern to the lil^erties of theie 

Idngdoins- fiaAfe been, ire nBw,- fobmittbd 

* , . * •• ' . • ' . ' • 
to the determkiatidn of the moft refpeAabk 

tribunal m tte upiverfe, the* twelve Ju<fge8 

• * . •• •# , - , , 

of Englanp, at a time when their depend- 

abce on the crown was gifeaterf their fciioW-' 
Icc^e and integrity Ipfs; '' ' '' 
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(fuided CqlopiAs ; ii> \y|K)is..tljc Ipv© of/U^ 
|jjy:t7 4od th^ n^0lf Jfolfi^- c^ot ^,;jft 



A 



X ?9 ) 

li{)imep, nor b^ depmed a ^crime by oujr 
mild, fn^rciful,. and much infulted Soye- 
reign. Qjiould the Aipericans refiifi; to fuW 
mit the iuftice of their canfe to this, oply: 
amicat)lc and conftitulional mode of dcci-n 
fiopi OA th^m be the guilt ojf conf^cjuences 
too horrid to anticipate eyeiji in jfms^natioi^. 
It will then be confiftent with the fpirit and 
(^ignity pf this x^tiqjui SLt^d Parliament, tq 
afiert their rights by a laudable and manljr 

approbation 
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approbation of all parties (an event barely 
pbffible), there are other points of alterca- 
tlon and difpute which ought finally to be 
fettled and adiiifted. One of thefe points 
is, the power claimed, and in one inflance 
cxercifed by Parliament, of altering th^ 
charters of the' American O)lojiies* 

■ - . " . * n \ '. '^ r. . ' • • • - •- i I 



I c6nfefs,"my'Lords, this Is a power Of 
lb trahfcerident a nature', that it ought to* 
pe Iparmgiy exercil&a, anu only on great 

f rr' f ' ' ' 

emergencies^ and upon tpe cleareft and' 
tooft evidirit tifeceffity.'"Pei'hijps it'oiiglit 
never to be eifi|)loyed In titnes ' fo unfortu- 
likte as thefe," lieft what Wa« i^i&ated fey 
wifdom fliou!ct'\fre4r the appearahee of jiu4 
niihment) -^and convey a fufpitwa of refiint* 
llitot.' It cannot be addiit^,' although 
very pofitively affcrted, that^an alteration 



in the charter pf an Americaa . provincfit 

without the confent of the provincials, is 

\. 
the moft arbitrary ad of government. 

• *' . - • 

Thefe charters are the offspring of the hu- 

^ njan underftaadlng, and confequently liable 
to a thouland imperfedions : mufl fuch 
hafty and crude produdions, fraught, per- 
liaps, with privileges noxious to the whole 
empire, through the invincible obftinacy 
4si mankind, ever wedded to the cufloms, 
manners, and abfurdities of their ancef- 

/ 

tors, remain to all Eternity a thorn in the 
fide of thp Mother Country Mt is not rea- 
-fonable, it is not politic, they (hould. 
We have feen the union between the king-* 
docns of England and Scotland, as folema 

* • • • , 

and deliberate an ad of ftate as can be met 
with in the records of any nation, yield to 

that great and leading maxim, falus fopuli 

fuprema 
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every fpecies t>f rignt has, and mult again 
|;tve' i^ay lb 'the generaf mfereitl dt ^i 
coittiivimty '; and 1 IthH^ Ho ^Mti^i 
inki-k 6f fa^fy a^ked to 'fK-^ c!ia"ifife/ir ot 
toerfci, thkt ttxduld ina^e ^iknttiia^ ^ 
Tpt^ Afiih ihdffe Al'ti^'he C^J/i^reftf 'bf Oitf 

iff aiding ahdiridmed compi^lkf ^6(k (StUtih 

.' ■ ■ ' , . < . , ' 

^atnotic cities of Loncfon "and Briftblj 'bt 

'^^ta l!Iiat'<3f a'A i'flferi6r cbi'pbi^tStih; ^ftiSf 
'mit ^a'Aitsoif tKfe \±miii i^zt^AVmS- 

hiEfl)fe to' Ae jufilt^ety'bf "tfee -^dirti^i 
>^effin1n1fteV-KaH. it^btiifl be i diigrEed. 

tut aBhirdrty id the liwi of Hhli rfeatk % 
tRe crown (whofe own pferogativ'e iditt» 
wHere it: would te injiirrous to *tEe itfife) 

could grant by charter a privilege ^mcom- 

/ ***■ .• '..f.. •*. •■ 

patible witK tlie* infereft of tlie tiation, 
tJpDA the {Jniiclples' contended' fb*, lihie 

fame 



/ 



lame charter vroiild be valid becaufe it was 
granted to aa American, wHicli would be 
void or voidable if granted to an Englifh- 
man. It is really the heighth of. folly to 
afiert) that the fuperlatiye power of Parlia- 

4 

ment, which checks and controuls the pre- 
rogative of Kings, cannot alter qt annul a 

» 

a charter, endangering, poffibly, the peace 
and exiftence of the Britifli empire. 

There is a wonderful fenfibility that at- 
tends every thing relating to America. 
It is the criterion of Britifli liberty to 
be taxed by Parliament ; it is tyranny (we 
are told) in that Parliament to tax the Ame- 
ricans. It is the htgheft political excellence 
to amend our own conflitution ; it is the 
moft enormous ftretch of arbitrary power 
to attempt an alteration in that of our Co- 
lonies. We, who daily fubmit^ to parlia- 

F mentary 
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imperfea cpnftitutloq, ^04 tpjuj^pni^iftssl^i 

• ■■''' '' 

in the charters qf <54ir gre^teft cq^r^^ieRf , 
are the freeft, the happieft Bcpple in ,t:lie 
world : To be taxed by t^ie fame Parli^r. 
ment, to have thei;' incompreheniible pojc^T. ^ 
llitutions altered, and their chai^erg reeu-r 
lated by the fame wifdom and difcr^tipo*, 
for the general advantage of the PubU^, 
implies an abje£t and flavifli dependency in 
our Colqixies. 

^ Thefe are cpntradiftions and abfqrditiips j 
too glaring for. any pne, but a po^ticianj ■ 
to believe, and top trifling to merit^ a fer^9USi 
difcuflion in thi? aflembjty, or to juftify; mj 
cncroachiog lon§;er on its p^tieqice. : . 
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errata: 
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Page 7. line i. For migit read rigk. 
14..-.— i^. Fori* read /#. 
Ibid. —— penult. For bin ttid imfi* 
28. — 5. For oiY read ir/« 
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